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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) because 
they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the description: 14. 
Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement 
drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version 
of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted 
after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are 
not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

a. Page 8, par.73, line 4, after the word gripper change "52" to -56 --. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over either 
Johnson et al. (5,760,299) or Johnson et al. (5,53 1,959) in view of van der Maas 
(2002/0157453). 

Re claims 1 and 8, either Johnson et al. '299 or Johnson et al. '959 
discloses controlling movement of a syringe (e.g., combination of probe 36 
connected to syringe 44) in multiple axes (See '299, Col. 6, lines 21-24). Either 
Johnson et al. '299 or Johnson et al '959 disclose drawing a carrier liquid (See 
incorporated ref. (5,324,480), e.g., liquid solvent 40) into the syringe (e.g., 
combination of probe 36 and syringe pump 44)(See ref. '299, Col. 6, lines 27-32). 
As depicted in fig. 1, Either Johnson et al. '299 or Johnson et al. '959 disclose 
moving the syringe (e.g., combination of probe 36 and syringe 44) to a sample 
vial (e.g., sample containers 24). Either Johnson et al. '299 or Johnson et al. '959 
disclose inserting a tip of the syringe (e.g., combination of probe 36 and syringe 
44) to into the sample vial (e.g., sample containers 24). Either Johnson et al. '299 
or Johnson et al. '959 disclose a plurality of sample vials (e.g., sample containers 
24); and the syringe (e.g., combination of probe 36 and syringe 44) transfer 
liquids and adding liquids (See ref. '299, col. 6, lines 20-22), which is equivalent 
to collecting a portion of the sample in the syringe. As depicted in fig. 1, either 
Johnson et al. '299 or Johnson et al. '959 discloses withdrawing the syringe (e.g., 
combination of probe (36) and syringe (44)) from the sample vial (e.g., sample 
container 24). ). Either Johnson et al. '299 or Johnson et al. '959 disclose moving 
the syringe e.g., combination of probe (36) and syringe (44)) to an instrument 
injector (e.g., combination of seal head (80), and column (28)), and injecting the 
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sample into the instrument injector (e.g., combination of seal head (80), and 
column (28)) for analysis of the sample; (See ref. c 299, fig. 2). As depicted in 
fig. 1, either Johnson et al. '299 or Johnson et al. '959 disclose repeating the prior 
steps on each of the plurality of samples. Either Johnson et al. 4 299 or Johnson 
et al. '959 disclose do not specifically disclose cleaning the syringe. As 
depicted in figs. 2 and 4, van der Maas discloses liquid reservoirs (16) with 
cleaning liquid for cleaning the injection needle after it has sucked up a sample 
from a vial (1 1) and delivered it to the injector (5) (See Pg. 2, par 24, lines 15-22). 
Therefore, to modify either Johnson et al. '299 or Johnson et al. '959 by 
employing cleaning the syringe would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention since van der Maas teaches a sampling 
device having theses design characteristics. The skilled artisan would be 
motivated to combine the teachings of either Johnson et al. '299 or Johnson et al. 
'959 and van der Maas since either Johnson et al. '299 or Johnson et al. '959 
states that his invention is applicable to automated liquid handling including 
phase extraction procedure and van der Maas is directed to an automated sampler 
in communication with a injector with a gas chromatograph. 

Re claim 2, either Johnson et al. '299 or Johnson et al. '959 disclose 
activating a syringe plunger to expel and hold a microdrop of the solvent on the 
tip of the syringe, holding the microdrop on the tip of the syringe in the sample 
vial for a period of time to collect the sample; and drawing the microdrop and the 
collected portion of the sample into the syringe (combination of probe (36) and 
syringe (44)). (See incorporated ref. (5,760, 299), Col. 3, lines 15-38) 
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Re claim 3, as depicted in fig, 1., either Johnson et al. '299 or Johnson et 
al. '959 placing a plurality of sample vials (e.g., sample container 24) in a holder 
(e.g., sample rack 22) in established coordinate positions (See ref. '299, Col. 6, 
lines 16-19). 

Re claims 4, and 5, either Johnson et al. '299 or Johnson et al. '959 
discloses controlling movement of a syringe (e.g., combination of probe 36 
connected to syringe 44) in multiple axes (See '299, Col. 6, lines 21-24). Either 
Johnson et al. '299 or Johnson et al. '959 disclose drawing a carrier liquid (See 
incorporated ref (5,324,480), e.g., liquid solvent 40) into the syringe (e.g., 
combination of probe 36 and syringe pump 44)(See ref. '299, Col. 6, lines 27-32). 
Either Johnson et al. '299 or Johnson et al. '959 disclose do not specifically 
disclose providing a cleaning solution in a know coordinate position (CI. 4), 
and moving the syringe to the cleaning vial and withdrawing contents of the 
cleaning solution into the syringe (CI. 5). As depicted in figs. 2, and 4, van der 
Maas discloses liquid reservoirs (16) with cleaning liquid for cleaning the 
injection needle after it has sucked up a sample from a vial (1 1) and delivered it to 
the injector (5) (See Pg. 2, par 24, lines 15-22). As depicted in fig. 2, van der 
Maas discloses the cleaning solution (e.g., liquid reservoirs (16) with cleaning 
solution) is provided in a known coordinate position. Therefore, to modify either 
Johnson et al. '299 or Johnson et al. '959 by employing cleaning the syringe 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention since van der Maas teaches a sampling device having theses design 
characteristics. The skilled artisan would be motivated to combine the teachings 
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of either Johnson et al. '299 or Johnson et al. '959 and van der Maas since either 
Johnson et al. '299 or Johnson et al. '959 states that his invention is applicable to 
automated liquid handling including phase extraction procedure and van der Maas 
is directed to an automated sampler in communication with a injector with a gas 
chromatograph. 

Re claim 6, as depicted in fig. 1, either Johnson et al. '299 or Johnson et 
al. '959 disclose inserting the syringe (e.g., combination of probe (36) and syringe 
(44)) into the sample vial (24) to position the tip of the syringe in a head space 
above a liquid sample in the vial. 

Re claim 7, as depicted in fig. 1, either Johnson et al. '299 or Johnson et 
al. '959 disclose inserting the tip of the syringe (e.g., combination of probe (36) 
and syringe (44)) into the sample vial (24). 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tamiko D. Bellamy whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2190. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30 AM to 3:30 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hezron Williams can be reached on (571) 272-2208. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Tamiko Bellamy 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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